
Social Studies Course Title:  College Prep. United States History (Full Year) 
(6 Credits) 

Course Number: 2220 

   
Grades: 10 Pre-Requisites: None  

 
 

 
Unit 

 
Length 

 
Content 

 
Skills 

 
Methods of Assessment 

Standards/ 
Learning Expectations 

Historical Method 2 days • What is history? 
• Who writes history? 
• Bias in history 
• Concepts of time:  BCE, CE/BC, AD 
• Reading maps and timelines 

• Differentiate between facts, 
reasoned judgments and 
opinions. 

• Organize information 
• Extract information from a variety 

of sources 
• Strategize for successful test 

taking 

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
• Essays; short answers 

 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 

U.S. History I 
Review 

3 weeks • Review Colonization through Civil War • History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

•  

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
• Essays; short answers 

 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 

Reconstruction 1-1.5 weeks • After Slavery 
• New Ways of Life 
• Freedmen’s Bureau 

• Reconstructing the South 
• Presidential Reconstruction 
• Radical Reconstruction 
• Carpetbag Government 

Restoring Southern Power 
• Compromise of 1877 
• After Reconstruction 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

•  

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
Essays; short answers 

USI.40; USI.41 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 

Into the West 
(1860-1900) 

1-1.5 weeks People of the Plains 
• Nomadic Life 
• Railroads Open the West 
• Plains Wars 

Ranching and Mining 
• Cattle Kingdom 
• Mining Frontier 

Farming Moves West 
• Farming and the Great Plains 
• Sod House Reality 

History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 
 

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
Essays; short answers 

USII.4; 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 
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Rise of Industry 
(1860-1900) 

1-1.5 weeks • Industrialization Takes Hold 
• Resources 
• Public Policies and Private Investment 
• Science and Technology 
• Railroad Building 

• Growth of Big Business 
• Benefits of Big Business 
• Role of corporations 

• Captains of Industry 
• Rockefeller and Standard Oil Trust 
• Andrew Carnegie, Master of Steel 
• Social Darwinism and the Industrialists 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

 

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
Essays; short answers 

USII.1; USII.2;USII.6 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 

An Urban Society 
(1860-1900) 

1-1.5 weeks • The Workers’ Plight 
• Problems 
• Revival of Labor Unions 
• Railroad Strike of 1877 

• Rise of New Unions 
• Knights of Labor and AFL Unions 
• Pullman Strike 

• Patterns of Immigration 
• Old Immigrants 
• New Immigrants 

• City Life and Problems 
• Urbanization 
• Problems of City Life 
• Beautifying the City 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

•  

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
Essays; short answers 

USII.2; USII.3; USII.5 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 

Gilded Age (1865-
1900) 

1-1.5 weeks • A Tarnished Image 
• Political Machines 
• Widespread Corruption 
• Postwar Political Parties 

Calls for Good Government 
• Civil Service Reforms 
• Cleveland in Office 
• Tariffs and the Election of 1888 

Cultural Life 
• Education 
• Literature 
• Art and Architecture 
• Yellow Press and the Dime Novel 
• Sports and Entertainment 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

•  

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
• Essays; short answers 

USII. 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 
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Politics and 
Protest (1865-
1900) 

1-1.5 weeks • Agrarian Unrest 
• Plight of Farmers 
• Railroad Abuses 
• The Grange 

• Rise and Fall of Populism 
• Greenbacks and Free Silver 
• Populist Movement 
• Cleveland’s Second Term 

• Other Forces for Reform 
• Temperance and Woman’s Rights 
• Socialism 
• Dissenting Voices 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

•  

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
• Essays; short answers 

USII.5; USII.9; 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 

Imperialism 
(1867-1908) 

1-1.5 weeks • America Looks Abroad 
• Securing an American Continent 
• Economic Empire Building 
• Challenging Great Britain 
• Strengthening the Navy 

• Spanish-American War 
• Drawn into War 
• A Splendid Little War 

• Becoming a World Power 
• The Philippines 
• Problems of an Overseas Empire 

• A New Arena 
• Election of 1900 
• The Big Stick 
• Balance of Power in East Asia 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

•  

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
Essays; short answers 

USII.6 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 

Progressive Era 
(1893-1920) 

1-1.5 weeks Sources of Progressivism 
• Inequality in America 
• Progressive Leadership 
• Educators and Investigators 

Progressive Reforms 
• Reforms in Government 
• Consumer Protection 
• Protecting Workers 
• Varieties of Reform 

Limits of Progressivism 
• Reformers and Immigrants 
• Progressives and Race 

History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 
 

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
Essays; short answers 

USII.8; USII.9 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 
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White House 
Reformers (1900-
1914) 

1-1.5 weeks • The Square Deal 
• Trustbuster 
• Coal Strike of 1902 
• Efforts at Conservation 
• Further Regulation 
• Assessing Roosevelt’s Progressive Policies

• Taft Presidency 
• Taft in Difficulty 
• Roosevelt Proclaims ‘New Nationalism’ 
• Taft’s Successes 

• Election of 1912 
• Roosevelt Challenges Taft 
• Formation of Progressive Party 
• Woodrow Wilson and New Freedom 

• Wilson’s Progressivism 
• Wilson and Congress 
• Underwood Tariff 
• Federal Reserve Act 
• Wilson Regulates Trusts 
• Wilson’s Other Accomplishments 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

 

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
Essays; short answers 

USII.8 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 

World War I Era 
(1914-1920) 

1-1.5 weeks • Prelude to War 
• Wilson’s Moral Diplomacy 
• United States Neutrality 

• America Enters the War 
• Peace Without Victory 
• Status of the Alllies 
• Raising an Army 
• Victory on Land and Sea 

• War on the Home Front 
• Mobilizing the Economy 
• Controlling Public Opinion 
• Wilson’s Fourteen Points 

• After the War 
• Peace Plan Opposed 
• America’s Postwar Problems 
• Wilson’s Legacy 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

•  

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
Essays; short answers 

USII.7 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 
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Decade of 
Normalcy (1920-
1928) 

1-1.5 weeks • The Harding Years 
• Election of 1920 
• Postwar Foreign Policy 
• Business Normalcy 
• Labor and Labor Unions 
• Restricting Immigration 
• Scandals Among Harding’s Advisers 

• The Coolidge Era 
• Election of 1924 
• Business 
• Plight of Agriculture 
• Foreign Affairs 

• The “Roaring Twenties” 
• New Directions in Society 
• Cultural Achievements 
• Changes and Challenges in Education 
• Harlem Renaissance 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

•  

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
• Essays; short answers 

USII.8; USII.10; 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 

Depression Begins 
(1928-1932) 
 

1-1.5 weeks • The Stock Market Crashes 
• Election of 1928 
• Hoover in White House 
• Crash of 1928 
• Causes of Great Depression 

• Hoover’s Policies 
• Domestic Economic Concerns Loom 
• Hoover’s Strong Resolve 
• Efforts for Peace 
• Hoover-Stimson Doctrine 

• Depression Worsens 
• Want in Land of Plenty 
• Human Cost of Depression 
• Bonus Army 
• Fear of Revolution 
• Election of 1932 
• Banking Panic 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

•  

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
• Essays; short answers 

USII.11; USII.12 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 
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New Deal (1932-
1939) 

1-1.5 weeks • Roosevelt Takes Charge 
• Strong Leader 
• First New Deal 

• Reform, Relief, and Recovery 
• Financial Reform 
• Help for the Jobless 
• Relief for Agriculture 
• Industrial Relief 

• Second New Deal 
• Attacks on the New Deal 
• Work Relief and Social Security 
• Business and Labor 
• 1938 Election 
• New Deal and Supreme Court 
• Later New Deal Measures 

• Impact of New Deal 
• New Deal and Society 
• Minorities 
• Popular Culture 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

•  

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
Essays; short answers 

USII.12; USII.13; 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 

World War II 
(1933-1945) 

1-1.5 weeks World Affairs 
• New Deal Foreign Policy 
• Aggression and Appeasement 

Moving Closer to War 
• Europe at War Again 
• America Abandons Neutrality 
• Aggression in the Pacific 

United States at War 
• World at War 
• Victory in Europe 
• War in the Pacific 
• Wartime Diplomacy 

War on the Home Front 
• Production Battle 
• War and Social Change 

History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 
 

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
Essays; short answers 

USII.14; USII.15; 
USII.16; USII.17 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 
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Cold War (1945-
1952) 

1-1.5 weeks • Start of the Cold War 
• East-West Suspicions 
• Strength of Communism 
• Aid to Europe 
• Berlin Airlift 
• NATO 

• Cold War in Asia 
• Occupation of Japan 
• Communism Triumphs in China 

• Cold War America 
• Prosperity Continues 
• Gains for African Americans 
• Inflation in the Postwar Years 
• Taft-Hartley Act 
• Election of 1948 
• Fear of Communists 
• Truman’s Legacy 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

 

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
Essays; short answers 

USII.18; USII.19; 
USII.22; USII.23; 
USII.24 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 

Search for Stability 
(1952-1960) 

1-1.5 weeks • Eisenhower Years 
• Election of 1952 
• New Style of Leadership 
• McCarthy’s Influence Ends 
• Presidential Disability 
• Election of 1956 

• Straight Road 
• Business and Labor 
• Farm Problems 
• Prosperity and Recession 

• Affluent Society 
• Economy of Abundance 
• Technological and Scientific Progress 
• From Cities to Suburbs 
• Pressures to Conform 
• Changes in Family Life 
• Impact of Television 

• Foreign Policy 
• Influence of Dulles 
• War and Peace in Asia 
• Eisenhower Approach 
• Middle East Powder Keg 
• Eisenhower Doctrine 
• NATO Alliance 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

•  

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
Essays; short answers 

USII.20; USII.22; 
USII.23; USII.24 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 
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• Trouble in Latin America 
• Thaws in Cold War 
• Eisenhower’s Farewell Address 
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Civil Rights Era 
(1954-1975) 

1-1.5 weeks • A New Beginning 
• Brown v. Board of Education 
• Boycotts and Demonstrations 
• Crisis in Little Rock 

• Successes and Setbacks 
• Students Stage Sit-Ins 
• Kennedy and Civil Rights 
• Trouble in Southern Universities 
• March on Washington 

• New Directions 
• New Leadership 
• Battle in the North 
• Civil Rights Movement After 1968 

• Impact of Civil Rights 
• Woman’s Rights Movement 
• Hispanic Activism 
• Native Americans Organize 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

•  

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
• Essays; short answers 

USII.25; USII.26; 
USII.27; USII.28 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 

Vietnam Era 
(1954-1975) 

1-1.5 weeks • Cold War Challenges 
• Crises in Cuba 
• Peace Corps 
• Challenges From the USSR 
• Israel and Korea 

• War in Vietnam 
• Trouble in Southeast Asia 
• Johnson’s Choices 
• Escalation 
• Resistance to Peace 
• Tet and Retreat 

• Protest and Reaction 
• Growing Opposition to War 
• Student Protests 
• 1968: Turning Point 

• Secrecy and Summitry 
• New Policy 
• War in Vietnam 
• War in Middle East 
 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

•  

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
• Essays; short answers 

USII.19; USII.20; 
USII.28 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 
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Camelot to 
Watergate (1960-
1975) 

1-1.5 weeks • Kennedy’s New Frontier 
• Election of 1960 
• New Frontier 
• Kennedy’s Economic Program 
• Tragedy in Dallas 

• The Great Society 
• Election 0f 1964 
• War on Poverty 
• Immigration Reform 
• Rising costs End Great Society 

• An Imperial Presidency 
• Nixon’s Political Career 
• War Against Crime 
• Nixon’s Economic Policies 
• Energy Crisis 

• Watergate Scandal 
• Crisis in the Presidency 
• President Answers 
• Ford Becomes President 
• Bicentennial 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

•  

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
Essays; short answers 

USII.28; 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 

Search for 
Solutions (1976-
1992) 

1-1.5 weeks Crisis of Confidence 
• Election of 1976 
• Energy and Economic Shocks 
• Government Disunity 
• Morality in Foreign Policy 
• Troubled Middle East 
• Election of 1980 

Conservative Shift 
• Reagan’s Economic Program 
• Results of Reaganomics 
• Election of 1984 
• A Conservative Court 
• Strengthening America’s Defenses 
• Improved Relations with the USSR 
• A Hands-Off Presidency 

New Presidency 
• Election of 1988 
• Tidal Wave of Change 
• Collapse of USSR 
• Persian Gulf War 
• Rethinking America’s Military role 

History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 
 

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
Essays; short answers 

USII>29; USII.30; 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 
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• Economic Woes of the Early 1990’s 
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Toward a New 
Century (1992-
2000) 

1-1.5 weeks • Reinventing Government 
• Demands for Change 
• Gridlock Continues 
• Clinton Health Plan 
• 1994 Congressional Elections 

America in a Changing World 
• Foreign Policy 
• Moves Toward Peace in the Middle East 
• America in a Global Economy 

• Challenges and Opportunities 
• Growing Poverty 
• Environment 
• Immigration Issues 
• Search for Equal Rights 

• History & Geography 
1,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 

 

• Individual participation in small group an
large group discussions 

•  Individual and group projects 
•  Quizzes and tests on readings 
• Note quizzes 
• Tests 
• Homework 
Essays; short answers 

USII.30; USII.31 
L.E. 1,2,3,4,5,8 

 


